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sculpture in my sense. The majority are quite right to acclaim
him as a master, since the gift necessary for such work is a very
rare one and he has used it and developed it pertinaciously, and
since it does give genuine pleasure. It is a triumphant expression
of genuine feelings about people's character as expressed in their
features, and if it does not evince any peculiar and exhilarating
sense of formal harmony, so much the worse for the few people
who happen to have a passion of such an odd kind.

So that the flattering edifice built up in the beginning is
torn down and this mass of self-contradictions passes as a
more than fair criticism of the living sculptor, even pretending
to humility, which accompanied by a sly? cunning smile
clearly says: " How cleverly I have demolished him."

Another writer, a painter, Mr. Paul Nash, after my
" Genesis " had been shown, let himself go on what he was
pleased to call " A psychological Post Mortem " (Week-end
Review, April 18th, 1931).

I had included extracts from his article here, but as I have
failed to get the necessary permission from Mr. Nash to
reprint these extracts, they are not included. The gist of
Mr. Nash's criticism was that I intentionally set out to shock
the public, in his own phrase, " To shock and wound the
minds of men/' Leaving out the question as to whether,or
not this is a legitimate aim for an artist, certainly a quite
disputable point, I answered Mr. Nash in a letter in the same
journal which I give herewith.

(Week-end Review, April 25th, 1951.)

SIR,

I suppose I ought to be extremely flattered at the length
of Mr. Nash's so-called " Post-Mortem" on " Genesis" and
myself but, apart from the many amusing quips and divagations,
I am struck by the ready accusation, for it amounts to that in my
mind, that I am out " to shock ", and further on tkis is varied as
follows: "to shock, to challenge, even to hurt the minds of men,"
I might assert, with as much authority, that Mr. Nash paints
anaemic pictures in order not to shock or hurt people's feelings.

Mr. Nash, by his accusation of my intention to shock, allies